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Dir. king s Assassination

UNFULFILLED PROMISES OF
THE PROMISED LAND

Breedlove

THE TRUTH CLINIC
Forty wears ago on Apnl 4,
1968, Martin Luther King Jr was
azsassinated while standing on the
balcony of the Lomaine motel in
Memphis, Tenn. On the eve of his
death, King preached prophetically:
“T've seen the promised land I
may not get there with you. But I
want you to know tonight, that we,
2s a people, will get to the Pronuised
Land™  Most people are fanuliar
with the biblical account of the
Jewish people wandering in the
desert for 40 years searching for the
Promised Land after their escape
from Egypt. This vear, as has been
alluded to each year since Dr. King's
death, scholars are specifically
placing the EKing Memphis speech
and the plight of African Americans
i the zame context as Moses and the
wandering of the children of Israel.
The similanties are obvicus but
the reality 1s that Affican Americans
ve been m the Promised Land
for over 400 years. The difference
1z they have been demied the
promuses of social and economic
qustice m the Promised Land
Dr Eing's protestations and
words were designed to shed light on
America’s fixation with matenialism
and the exploitation of the poor
and powerless. Even though he
was & staunch proponent of non
viclence King was neither mesk nor
were his words always soothing.
He spoke of the cultural homicide
committed against blacks and how
their worth and achievements were
dimmimished while wlite superiornty
was promoted. Some of his
harshest cnficism was directed
at the Unmited States govemment
which he called “the greatest
purveyer of vielence™ i the world.
Inhisfiery 1967 speech at Riverside
Church in New York King explamed
his oppostion to the Vietnam War
and tied it to his steadfast advocacy
on behalf of the Thiz week’s Truth
Clinic article for your and endlessly
about the nesd to do something
about Amerca’s inequties yet
they allow selfish exploitation .

to preempt moral leadership.
poor in the face of criticism from
both opponents and some supporters
Today we are facing many of the
same 155ues and for the same reasons
that Dr. King protested. America
is waging another wmjust war for
rationale so ransparent to make the
Viemam War seem just. Yet those
that claim to be Dmum Majors for
justice speak with forked tomgues
that wvacillate depending on the
mood of the prevailing pell. These
charlatans pontificate loudiyd new
report, Forty Years Later: The
Unrealized American Dream, by
Dedrick Muhammad, a researcher
at the Instiate for Policy Studies,
examines American’s — Progress
toward King's dream of racial
equality. The report concludes that
we're not much closer to realizing
the promises of the Promised
Land than we were 40 years ago at
the time of King's assassination
There has been some progress.
However, the advancements are not
occuming fast enough to provide
noticegble achievement of social
and economic parity in the Promised
Land The dispanties of income,
wealthand networth thathave divided
Our nation are even more extreme
when  exammed through
the polarized lens of race.
Ower the last 40 years
African Amernicans have made great
sirides in educational advancement.
The African American high schoel
graduation rate has Increased
by owver 214 percent and could
possibly reach parity with white
Amencans by the year 2018
The African Amencan college
graduation rate has inereased by
almost 400 percent since 1968,
However, at this  commendable
rate of progress the megquality in
college graduation between blacks
and whites will prevail wntil 2087.
Many wotking people in the
promised land are still fving to
live on poverty wages. Forty
vears since Dr. Kmg called for the
abelition of poverty about 30 percent
of black children live in poverty.

Despite notable  educational
advances, economic egquality for
African Amencans 13 still in the
dream stage. In 1967 African
Amenicans eamed 34 cents for every
dollar white Americans made. In
2005, Afncan Americans eamesd
37 cents on every dollar eamed by
white Americans. At this rate of
progress it will take over 537 years
before income panty is achieved

African Americans are similarly
simated i terms of wealth. The
home ownership rate for African-
Amenicans 15 47 percent compared
to 75 percent for whites. Median
household wealth exhibits a dramatic
ten fold discrepancy between
whites who average $118.300 and
blacks who average $11.200. If
this gap continues to close at the
same average rate of the last 235
years it will take 600 more vears
to attain black-white equality.ren is
decreasing at an annual average of a
fourth of a percent. If this continues
it will take almost a hundred years
to end poverty for black children

Today, Congress and the Bush
adnumistration spend hundreds of
billions of dollars to fight a tragic
war abroad. Most recently, the

government has decided to bail out
mvestment banks that profited off
of predatory subprime lending. It
seems only the poor mmst suffer
the economic conseguences of
America’s  perverted  policies.

We need to be reminded that
the Tablical Prommsed Land was
not & place to relax and feed off
of manma It was a place that
promized equal opportunity to wotk,
provide for your family and achieve
economic mdependence zccording
to your God given abilifies.

James [ Breedlove
Comments or opinions may be sent
to the writer at: wwww.iruthclimc.com
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