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Rep. Chuck Hopson Joins Gov. Perry

to Sign Landmark Medicaid Reform

WORTH —EFep. Chuck Hopson jomed 115, Haalth]
and Human Services
Secratary Michael
Leavitt today, as Gov.
Fick Perry zigmed 5B
10 inte law, refermung
the state’s Madicaid
program which serves
more than 2.7 million|
vulnerabla, disaklad and)
elderly Texans. The hall
will zlso offer a premivan
assistancs program to
halp wunsured working
Texans, who are not
eligible for Medicaid, buy private imsurance.,
“The health of cur state sconomwy depends

lon programs hke Medicaid,” said Rep. Hopson.
“We need theze programs to help our elderly
land our disabled live their lives with honor and)
lizmitv. We need these reforms to make sure owr
healthcare system stays viable as our state grows.”
Todaw, Taxas' Madicald program costs 3393
billion, accounting for 26 percent of the state’s
biemnial budgzet. Hepson, who 13 a member off
the Appropriations Committes that crafts the
[budgzat avery tweo vears, beliaves this ball will help
hnstitute 2 mors fHexible, mnovatrve methedology
[to providing health care to underprivileged Texans,
and will be able to serve mdividuals more efficiently.
Medwcard refomm is desimmed to mcrease the percentage
lof Texans with health care coverage, focus onpravention
and emphasize mdiidual cheice. Reform efforts will
tansform the state's health cars nfrastucture, optinuze
health investments, and begin providing health
leovarage to an estimatad 200,000 uunsured Texans.
“Without these reforms we could be facmz a health
leare enisis m the future, ™ sa1d Hopson. “These reforms
hwill help prevent overcrowded smergency rooms, as
harall as, help local hespitals cover costs due to patients
harithout health insmance and unable to pay their balls ™
1Additionally, Medicaid reform will do the
following: Provide assistance for enrcllment in
Iprivate imsurance and emplover-sponsored plans
ICreate tailored benefit packages for children with
specizl haalth care nseds, Promote consumer choice
[thronzh health savings aceounts and consumer diracted)
services, Reward healthy hifestvle behaviors with)
health care ncentives Set a cost-shanng basze for non-
merzency wse of emergency rooms. In addition to
fedicaid reforme, 5B 10 also requires the Health and)
[Human Services Commmssion (HHSC) to devalop a
Ipilot project which provides incentrvas to primary care
Iphysicians serving Meadicad recipients who utilize
health mfermation technolozy, meluding electronic
health receads. Elactronie madical vacords will ensure
recipients are provided appropriate medical care.
[HHSC will immediately begin work to prepare and
submit 2 Medicaid warver request by tus £3ll to the
7.5 Department of Health and Human Services.
SB 10 takes effect immediately.
[Dstrict 11 residents are encouraged to contact
|Rep. Hopson and hiz siqff in Mis capitel affice af
FI2-463-0592, or district office ar 866-233-5104.
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Brown County Grand Jury Indicts Texas Youth
Commussion Officer, Inmate for Drug Possession

BROWHNWOOD — A Texas Youth Commission
officer and an inmate were indicted Thursday
for possessing drugs at the Bon Jacksen JTuvenile
Cormrectional Faeility. Juven:ils correctional officer
Hemy Buben Forth, Tr, 29, and inmate Damel Ochoa,
To, 20, each face one coumt of pessessing a prohibited
substance in a correctional famlity, a third-degres
felony punizhable by two to 10 vears in prison.

Law enforcement officers with the Office of the
Attormey Generzl (0AG) arrested Ochoa at the faciliny
and transported him to the Brown County Jail, where
bond was zat at $10,000. DAG officers amrested Firth
in Bedford. He was mansfervad fo Tarzant County Jazl,
where he 15 baing held m hen of 15,000 bond. Both
defendants will be prosecuted by the Brown Cownty
District Attomev’s Ofice. With these indictments,
Texans can rest assured that state and local officials
are aggressively pursuing allezations of wrionzdomz
at Texas Youth Commizsion facilities across the state”
Attomey General Abbott zazd. “We are mateful to Brows
County Distnet Attorney Michasl Branden Munay, TYC

East Texas Rural Electric
hosts Youth Seminar

Jacksonwille, TX. - Nme East Texas Fural Electric
Cooperatives jomn together each summer to sponsor
a Touth Semmar This vears Youth Semmar will be
held Tune 25 - 28, 2007 at Lon MMeris Collega. The
purpose of the seminar 15 to grve youth an opportumty
to laarn leadership and problem-solving skills whils
providing an understandmg of rural, consumer-ownad
electnic systems. It will consist of werkshops, group
sessions and severzl social events. Youth will have
the opportumity to mest outstandmg speakers all over
the United States and have the opporhmuty to compete
for at least cne of thintesn schelarships. One humdrad
twenty-fine East Texas vouth are expectad to attend.

Parents are mvited to attend the Wednezday evenms
Talent Zhow. Thres Fusk vouth are among others
attending. They are Courtnay Foreman, Sheenz
Sponsoring
Cooperativeas are Bowie-Cass, Cherokee County,
Deep East Texas, Houston County, Jasper-INewton,
Panolz-Hamison, Busk County, Upshw-Fanal, and

Henderson and Jasmine Harris.

Wood County. Sam Hammontree 15 Camp director.

grand qury for therr diligent attention to this matter.
Together, we will
ensure that order and
justice will parvade
at these facilities.”
In March, Texas
The QOAG's Spacial
Investizgations Umnit
centinues te work
with other law
enforcement agencies
to meonttor allegations
of wrongdoing at Texas
Youth Commission
facilities. The OAG s
participation in the jomt effort stems from a March 2007
executive order, which provided for a collaboratve
effort with the Texas Dept. of Cnminal Justice
to provide assistance and suppeort. This case was
imvestigated by the OAG as part of that ongeing
effort Youth Commmssion staff discoverad marjuana
mn Ochoa’s possession. According o the mdictment,
First provided the illegal substance to the yeuth

Gizzarro The Computer Guy
519 North Main

Ruszk, Texas 75785

Contaet- Gary Altstah, IT - Owner
Ph: (203) 683-8460 (903) 3919603
Let me help you by removing virnses and
adware from your compuier.

I alzo do repairs, cabling, npgrades,

networking and building systems.
Used computers for zale wpon request.

#* References available

gizzarroig@yahoo.com

D’s Sound & Beauty
Hours Monday thru Friday:9:00AM - 5:30PM
803 West Reagan
Palestine, Texas 75801

Gospel Musie
Wide Assortment

Sermons
William: Brothers

(903) TIT-8717

Hair Care Products
Ladies & Men
Dresswear

& Sportswear
Casual Shoes

Evervhody is somebody and Christ
is Lord here: Owner Helen Davis




