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This colummn 1= overdue. But I want vou to know
it has besn on my radar of things o do for some
time now. This tdea started out as a televizion sa-
ries on Dallas rovalty, and as you can imagine the
list kept growing and growing. But this will zet me
started and get you, myv leval readers, up and re-
membering what a better world we live in becauza
of people whe picked wp 2 passion for serving.

Sticking to anythimg is a challenge. Sticking to
anything 15 a lot of hard work, encompassing un-
told sacrifices, crossroads and stop signs. Add the
mgredient of people vou like and dislike, corpe-
rate support, board members, back stabbers, the
petnfied jungla of progress, your mdividual hifs,
a microwave family and you have a formmla for
ziving up rather than sticking to the challenging
musston. When I look around, I see so many who
started zo much, only to zbort the “good i1dea’ for
ona reason or another To keep anythms mmmming
year-after-year 15 a balancing act of courage, mmer
strength, with its own peculiar matrix of rebellious
maverick spirit. Add to that 2 pair of brass balls.

Let’s start with the mumeral thoty. Thartv 15 a thord
of nmety. Thuoty years is stately, excellence, em-
bellizhed with jawels of knowledze and realms of
nobility. For over thirty wears Ball Blam, Theo-
dere Lee and John Backwith have kept a single
solid commitment to one commmmdty. The g
thres’ have mamfaned a2 domunant presence o
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therr commumty with digmity, power status and
kingliness. Edna Pemberton has reizned suprema
over nuflative, implsmentation, action for mors
than thoty vears m the same commmumty. For
over thorty years, Ann Willlams, Hany Robmson
and Cwrtis King have chartered temitory befit-
ting a sovereign with world class non profit orga-
mzations. Joves Foreman has been in business
in downtown Dallas for over thoty years, serv-
g on over as many beoards and commumssions.

“Mr. Formal”, aka Jolm Ingram, the kimgpin, has
dressed evervons m Texas in a tuxedo for 45 vears.
After 37 vears every proper home and office m the
Lone Star State has a Leo Evans engraved trophy,
award or plague. Conmie Davis has put “sunny”
South Dallas on the world stage with ber vmoforms,
mentormg voung models and stodents all the way.
“Jock”, with overalls, barbeque and “juke jomt”
blues, has had a geod time on one comer comrder
for over thirty yvears. Tudge L. A Badford and Carl
Simon have given more free advice in the barber
shop than in Tudge's law office. Thelma Wells has
been a meofivational speaker on avery contment,
and remams the same . The last tme I checked Cu-
fis Cokes was still traiming voung boxers m a local
v My and Mrs. Record, Fred Conwright and
partner James Bunnels have served mollions, soms
paving custemers and some nen paving custemers,
all in their thirty phes vears at bat. Whew!!! What
a roval kingdom. In the words of Fev. Dr. Freddie
Haymes, at 2 Prayer Breakfast m Austin one year,
vou “pughta shoulda wantz" pat these “rovals’ on
the back and zay thank vou. On a final note, I am
lockmg for Mrs. Barbara Buffin, I think, whe used
to woik for O, B. Bunklev. Evelyn Johnzon, pleaszs
zive me a call so0 vou can help me with part two.
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Comptroller Susan Combs
con’t from page 3.
The county would be m the same unenviable positon
a5 the state — register a huge, so-called labity and
take the ensumg homps, or cut retiree health benahits.
M=, Spataro concluded GASE 45 does not mest the
two-prong test necessary for an accounting transac-
tion to be booked: 1t doss not meet the accoumtng
defimition of an obligation, nor 1= 1t measwrabla. Some
suggest that the county or the state could simply book
this 25 a habality without pre-fimdme. But accounting
rules should not require a govemnental entity to mea-
sure it selvency by liabilities 1t dees not legally bear
These who want Texas to comply with this mandate
also iznors the human and social cost of complying
with the mule. To pre-pay retivee bensfits as though
we had no contral over them would cost the state of
Texas bollions of dollars or wmnecessanly force siz-
wificant adjustments to retivee benefits. Even worse,
other important areas of appropriation such as public
gducation, fansportation, ennunzl justice and MMed-
icaid could also be adverselv affected. Thas 15 a prob-
lem Consider what happened when the private sactor
equrvalent of GASE, the Financial Accounting Stan-
dards Board (FASB), mmposed a spmlar mle on private
compantes. Mo fewer than 70 percent of Fortune 300
compantes cut or elimmated retires health inswance
benefits. Texas 15 not alone in questioming GASE 45.
State Sen. Leticia Van de Putts of San Antomo, the
president of the Wational Conference of State Legis-
latures, points out that other states are consultng then
attorneys and accountants and working throuwgh the
math. 54l others are even locking at ways to elimu-
nate the GASE board altogether Texas has decidad
mstead o be a leader of reason in the effoat to coun-
teract the potential for adverse consequences to ow
Tetirees.

exas’ Attorney General has clartfied there 15 no legal
obligation. House Bill 23685 simply ereates an “other
comprehensive basis of accountmz (OCBOA)” that
allows government rativee health plans to continue to
be accommted for as they have besn for vears — on
an anmual, pav-as-vou-go bazis. In addition, the bl
calls for lonz-term retires health cost data to be mada
avalable for mformational puposes, as part of the
supplemental information submitted with 2 finaneial
statemeant. This 15 a fam and balanced approach. Texas
funds OPEDB obligations for two-vear peniods becauzs
the state Constitution generally prohibits the Legis-
latura from creating 2 debt or obligation bevond two
vears. As elected officials, we have an obligation to
uphold the Constitution and take into account the 1m-
plication: of mplementmz GASE 43 for those who
have devoted thewr professional lives to the state of
Texas.

And that 15 exactly what we are domg.
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