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THE ROCKY ROAD TO RACIAL RECONCILIATION

And vou, that were somefimes alienated and ensmres
i your mind by wicked works, vet now hath he rec-
onciled. (Colossians 1:20) Recently, some 142 vears
after slavery was unofficiallv ended when Robart E.
Lee sunended at Appomattes: Cowt House in Virzmia
and almest 400 vears after the first African slaves ar-
rived m Jamestown, the Virginz legizlature officially
apelogized for Virginia's role in these shominzble ac-
tions. The apology iz the latest m a series of long
overdue steps Virginiz has tzken to reconcile it seg-
regatiomist past. In 2004 the Lagislanme created a
scholarship fund for blacks whose schools were shut
down between 1954 and 1964 because of the massive
resistance to school dessgregation Speomsors of the
svmbolic resolution belisve Virginda 1s the first state
to pass such a measwre. The resolution i3 mild, m-
necucus, and totally toothless, but it acknowledges
the monstrous wrong of slavery.

It states that slavery “1anks as the most howrendous
of all depredations of buman rights and violahons
of our founding ideals in our nation’s history,
and the abeolition of slavery was followed by
systematic diserimunation, enforced segregation,
and other insidions metintions and practices toward
Americans of African descent that were reoted in
racism, racial bias, and racial misunderstanding.”

The Virgmuz Houzs approved the resclution 26-
0 and 1t was unamwmously passed m the 40-member
Senate. Among those voting for the measure
was Delegate Frank D Hargrove, an B0-vear-old
Fepublican who antagonized black leaders earlisr
this vear by saving “black citizens should get over”
slavery instead of seeking a formal apology from the
state. Hargrove voted for the revised measure because
it expresses regret without actually apologizing.

Ina broader sense, now that Virgmea has openad the
decr, Congrass should also stepup and atone for 1= 1ole
i slavery. Michigan Congressman John Conyers has
had such a bill bouncmg around Congress smee 1589,

The zreatest mpedineent to black smpowerment,
sconomic justice, and reconciliation has been the
Constitution, which instrutionalized the disparate social
and sconcmie status of blacks and whites. It wasn™t
Just Virgina and 2 handful of other southern states that
mmtured slavery. The TS, govemment had encoded
slavery m the Constitation and encouraged 1t for over
a Inmdred vears. Thiz onerous system of entrenched

izs, bigohy and segregation fostered the wealth and
power mmbalance betwesn blacks and whites. The
Amercan economy boomed as landowners, tradsrs,
nsurance companies, bankers, shippers, and other
busmesses made bilhons off the backs ofblack slaves.
The several small steps that Virgima has taken
toward reconciliation are a welcome start after
manyv decades of dialogue on race 1ssues. 5till
the residual effects of the multi-generational
alienation between blacks and whites lingers on.
Bilacks have made little relatve progress frorm skavery to today
because the American majority sill harbors notdons of race
that perpematas the slavery pathology. Even while America
searched for its own moral high groved spd championed
personal freedom and economic independence blacks

were still socially, economically and
politically marginalized. Theare is neothing
new about state and federal governments
1zsmng apologies for past wrongs commitied against
Blacks. The 5. povernment adouitted 1t was lagally
liable m 1997 to pay the black survivers and fapmly
members of the fowr-decade long Tuskegee sypluliz
experiment begun m the 1930 that made human
zuinea prgs of black patients. They were the victins
of a blatant medical atrocity conducted with the full
knowledge and approval of the US. government
Indicative of the wide dizpersion of thought and
dialogue overracizl reconciliation is an observation by
Dr. Balergh Washington in the beok Breaking Down
the Walls. He addresses the 155ue of how whites talk
to whites about blacks and how blacks talk te blacks
about whites. The underlyme problem with this Les
in the fact that whites and blacks do not mmmnsically
commminieate with one another sbout their experencas,
resulting in walls of fction and misunderstanding.

The even deeper problem 15 the mnabality of man to
reconcile with God. Thatbems the case 1t1s not diffenlt
tounderstand the contivung racial reconciliation gap.
In spuitmal reconciliaton God i3 the ofended party
whaosa law has bean and 15 bemg violated. Therefora,
it 1z man who mmst become reconciled to God not
God to man. The canse of the spuitual dishamony
and enmuty with God 15 that man first strives to be
in harmony with the world instead of God's law.
Facenciliation with God should be man’s fivst prionty
because an alienation and separation exists. God 1=
lowe and even though God loved the weorld zo mouch

that he gave his only begotten son on behalf of man,
the fact remains that mankind as a whele has been
mn a state of enmity towards God. God's ultimate
zift of love to the world was a gift made by Himm o
H:i: enemiss because of love guided by principles
rather than friendship. Once man 15 reconciled to
God thess same prnciples could be uzed to smeoth
out the rocky reoad leading to racial reconciliation
bv thosze who are now alienated and snemuss 1n
their own minds becauze of thewr wicked work
By James W, Breedlove

Comments or opinions may be sent to the witter
at: wivtinthelimie.com

The Tvler Museum of Art
Announces Rebecea Lawton

Lecture

June 30, 2007-The Tyler Museum of Artis pleased
to announce an upcoming lecture by Rebecca
Lawton, Ph.D., m conjunetion with the exhibition
“Earth & Sky: The Pastels of Josephine Oliver-
Travis” scheduled for June 30th, from 2 -4 pm.
in the gallery.

Contact: Jan MeCanley-203-395-1001

fax: 003-303-1033 Tyler Museum of Art

email: marketiftylemmuizenm. org
vistt us (@ www tylenmuseum org
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