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TSU Bill to protect student
degrees passes House
Committe Unanimously

{Anstin) Al inroduced by State Representative
Garnett Coleman, Democrat, has passed
unanimonsly cut of the House Committes on
Higher Education. It now heads to Calendars
Committes and awaits scheduling to be heard on
the House floor for debate. The Senate Bill 2039
15 the House companion to HB 4130 and it will
protect the students degrees at Texas Southern
Umiversity addressing the short and long-term
financial problems at the university,” Coleman
said. I'm pleased the bill unanimously passed
gut of the committe and I am eager for it to
come to the Fun Floor of the House for a vote.
SE 2039, was authored by Eep. Coleman Senator
Rodney Ellis and Senator Royce West.
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Finding takers to lead Texas Southern
University won’t be easy

Even before finance scandal, few had opted to seek a spot on the board

By Matthew Tresanzue
(Houston, T2 -)Fichard Holland knew little of the
problems at Texas Southem Unmversity unil fiends
urged lum to be part of the solution Becanse the 1dea
of public service appealed to the iy League-sducated
manageament consultant, Holland applied to be 2
regent. Soc months later, he 15 at the table as the state’s
largest hnstorically black unrversity ponders difficult
choiees for its future The governor's office 15 hoping
other well-quahfied people follow Holland's lead.
But the job appeared lezs than desirable even befors
scandals and administrative missteps prompted Gov.
Eick Parry to oust the previous board last month.
State records State records shew that fewer than
510 people applied for spots on the TSU board cver
the past six years, while twice as many applied
for the Unmiversity of Texas Svstem's govermng
board 1n just the past year Pairy's desire to tum
TS5 around could hinge on hiz abilitv to recrmt
promizing candidates to the governing board.
lawmakers and education experts say."His ability
to persuade is more meaningful than the momber
of applications,” said Richard Novak, exscutive
director of the Center for Public Trusteaship and
Governance at the Association of Governing
Boards of Universities and Colleges. “If the right
pecple are m place, they can make a difference.”
Thenmersgents are appomited by the governor for sme-
yearterms. The state Senate nmst confime 2 nomination
during the ensuing legizlative sessionFegents are
not paid, but the spots usually are coveted becanzs
of the prastige. In effact regents oversee cuttnz-
adga scientists and potentially mfluence the lives
of future generations. Their lengthy
terms are intended to provide stability
and to insulate them from polities.
But regents generally lack substantial expertize
i umiversity 1ssues, such as enrollment, fimdraising
and shared governance with facultvmembers.
Forty percent of board members said they
were “shightly™ or “net at all prepared”fer the
job, aceording to a recent nationwide survey
by The Chronicle of Higher Education.
Michael Ceme, a Umversity of Houston Svstem
ragent zince 2001, said the appointmentfor the
job, according to a recent nationwide swurvey
by The Chronicle of Higher Education.
Gichzel Cemo, a Unmversity ef Houston System ragent
smee 2001, zaid the appointment comes with a steep
laarmnz curve. Even with hizexperience on corporats
and nenprofit boards, he needed a vear of smdy to
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understand the wiversity's eperations. The job may be
even more diffienlt at TSU, Cemo said, because evary
maove by the beard will be serutinized intensely by
alumm, stodents, commmumity leadars and lawmazkers.
The previous regents were sharply criticized after
a zeries of financial and manzgement problems,
meluding a spending scandal that led to crimimal
charges against T31's then-president, Priscilla
Slade. A jury recently sentenced her chief financial
officer, Chuntin Wiggins, to 10 years m prisom for his
role m the matter The board, which Perry appointed
and later pressured to resizn, meluded attormeys,
bankers, a Methodist minister, Fiverside General
Hospital's chief executive and an administator
from the troubled North Forest scheol distriet.
Before resigning, regent Belinda Griffin
acknowledged at a2 state Senate Finance
Committee hearing in Febmarv that the board
needed help in key areas, such as accounting.
“We could clearly swengthen the board,” she
said, responding to a question from Sen. Rovee
West, D-Diallaz. Father than add a muissing ingredient
te the beard, Peny decided to start from serateh.
He imitially wanted to twm over control of TSLT
to one person: a state-appointed conservator
After lawmakers balked at the idea, Peny pushed
for 2 five-member board, which idsally would make
changesmere quuckly than a full complement ofregents.
The plan wravelad in the Housa shortly after he
appointed five regents. So Peny has four seats o
fill, but he may leave some vacant. “What’s most
impertant 15 that the board has a quorum, and the
governor will lock to fill thosa positions m the near
funme,” Perry spokesman Ted Rover said. “But m
termns of a timetable, lus philosophy on appeointeas
15 that 1t's more important to get it right than to
zet 1t fast.” The governor’s office has recerved 32
applications for seats on the board over the past vear.
Perry could choose from Tracye MeDanel, chief
operating officer of the Greater Houston Partnerslup
business advocacy group; David Stephens, owner of
antomobile dealerships across Texas, and Thelma
Clardy, a DeSeto city councilwoman, among
others. Another applicant 15 Kevin Damels,
brother reprezented Wigzms in his recent crimimal
trizl. An English professor at Pramrie View ASM
Umiversity, Danials has advocated tuorming TS inte
a private, self-sustaming mstitution. Big names
already on board So far, Perry has picked some
prominent Texans for the board, including three
from his advisory commuttee on TSU. Former
state Pep. Glenn Lewis led the committee
and is now chairman of the regents. Austin
lawyers Gary Bledsoe and Fichard Salwen also
moved from the commuttee to the governing
board The governor's office recruited Javier
Loya, chairman and chief executive of Choice
Energy, a brokerage house for natural gas and
electricity and a marketer of wholesale power.
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