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LAWSUIT CHARGES JACKSON
HEWITT AND SANTA BARBARA
BANK & TRUST WITH
FRAUDULENT AND ILLEGAL

Ventura, CA (BlackMNaws.com) - In a consumer rights
case of nationz] signsficance, Hood v. Santa Barbara
Bank & Tmst, et al., a Califorma Court of Appeal
recently 1ssued a strongly worded opimon rejectmg the
clamms of national banks that they are immmme from state
proszacution for their pracfices of selzmyz consumers’
tax refunds to pay debts allegedly owed to other banks.
The roling clears the way for the Hood case to procesd
with 1ts claimes that Jackson Hewitt and Santa Barbara
Bank & Trust (SBBT) engage i musrepresentation,
unlavwful debt collaction and vnfair business practices.

The lawsut anses from SBBT s practice of offening
Eefind Anticipation Loans (RAL) to consumers who
gat their taxes prepared at Jackson Hewitt offices.
Consnmers apply for BAT = as a way of gettmz a quck
tax refimd, but some consunrers end up hanmg all or part
of thew tax refunds seized by SEBT when another bank
clamms the consumer owes money for a preexistmz BAT.

SBET 15 one of a number of banks nationaride that
mazke BAL: through tax preparers such as Jackson
Hewitt. RAL= are high cost loans secured by a
consumer s anficipated tax refimd. Tvpical fees for
a BAL range from about 530 to $100, with efectrve
anmualized interest 13tes rangmz amywhers from about
6055 to over T00%. Wational consumer advecatas have
reported that lngh mumbers of Black and Latino tax filers
purchaze BAT s AT 5 ave also targeted at the working
poor, many of whom raceive the Eamed Income Tax
Credit. Consumer groups have found that RAL: cost
taxpavers lndreds of mullions of dollars per vear.

Texas Informer

The Cowst of Appeal’s decizion i3 an enonumous
victory for consumers nationwide who have been
zubjectad to the illegal seizure of thewr tax refiunds
b national banks like Santa Barbara Bank & Trust
and Household Bank,™ said plaintiffs” counsel Tim
Sturdevant of The Sturdevant Law Fum in San
Francizeo. “We look forward to axposing the banks’
unlawful dabt collection scheme and obfamnmmg
justice for comsumers nationwide,” Sturdevamt
stated The Comrt’s muling elears the way for this
proposed class action to zo forward. The Soodavant
Law Firm in 5an Francisco (hittp://rs6.net'm jsp7t
=gsedcdeab 0 kmifdeab. dinuixbab 453664 &1=
0269 & p=httpe3 A% 2F%2Fawww.sturdevantlaw.
com), along with the Wational Consumer Law Center
(hitp-//T36 net/tn jspTt=czeScdeab 0. jm5 fdeab.
dmuixbab 456648 t=50269 & p=http%:3A%2IF%2
Fuww.ncle org), 15 askmg the cowt to represent the
propozed class. If any consumers have had their
tax refimds seized after gomz o 2 Jackson Hewitt
office, the Sturdevant Law Fim 15 interested in
hearing about 1. To receive more information about
consumers’ lagal rights regarding EAL =, plaaze
contact The Sturdevant Law Fomo at (4151477-2410.

About The Mational Consumer Law Center
The Watienal Censumer Law Center, with offices
in Bozton and Washmeton, D.C., s 2 national
research and advecacy organization focusing
on the legal needs of consumers, especially low
income and elderly consumers. For over 30
yvears the National Consumer Law Center
has been the consumer law rezource center
to which legal services and privace lavyers,
state and federal consumer protection officials,
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Chamell Franklin - August 15th
Happy “Sweet Sixteenth” Birthday
Love, Moma, Daddy, Darren Knissy & Marcus

Cherokee Civic Theater
of Rusk, Texas
presants

Senssical, The Musical
by Lynn Ahems & Stephen Flaherty

Parformances: October 12,1319 & 20 2t 7:30 pm
Qetobar 14 & 21 at 2:00pm

Pictured left to right Busk Crry Counetlman

Walter session, Andrew Melontres, Tvler Citizens Ist

Bank, James I perkins, Citizens 1st Bank President and
Codv Glemn, former Busk High SchoelFammng Back, for-
mer Busk Citizens 1zt Bank Emplovee and cvrrent Uni-
versity of Nebrazska Funming Back. They are viewmg a
thamk vou note to Mr Perkins from Fusk State Hospital for
all ke and Citizans Ist Bank doss for Fusk Stats Hespital.
The Thank vou note 13 signed by sach meamber of the RSH

Staff and Supermtendant Ted Debs.

Citizens 1stT Bank

HOME OWNED AND SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1320 JUST ASIT
SERVES RUSK STATE HOSPITAL

CD's
Savings
Checking
Home Loans
Loansz

Bask - §01 Morth Main (203) §83-2277

Jacksonville - 825-south Tackson (903) 386 2201

Tyler - 2001 East South East Loop 323 (903} 5E1 - 1900
Nacegdoches - 3010 Unoversity (409) 580- 1401
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