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AMERICA’S CRISIS
OF CONSCIENCE

By: James W. Breedlova
Whils the Bush admmistration 1z marking
time yving to defend its curent Iag swrge pel-
ey the huwman tidal wave of refuzees 13 pour-
g across the neighboring berders seeking sel-
ace, respite, and relief from the oppressive miserv.
Thev number approxmately four million and the
flocd of refuges 13 growmgs at an asoonomscal rate.
The UN. High Commissioner for Refugees (TTH-
HCE) estimates that 50,000 per month are flseing
Irag with the majority crossing mto Svria and Jordan.
Fecently this crisis wersened when Syria and
Jordan tightenmed residemev miles for Irag refu-
gees raising fears that mass deportations will be-
gm. Beth couwntries have indicated they cammot
sustain supporting the legions of buman debms.
While the Iraq refugee crisis 15 in the curent spot-
light the world refugee problem is not new. Throngh-
ot history, peopls have fled then homes to ascape par-
secution. Thers are an estimated 10 mullion refuzess
in the world: an increasa of 14 percent in one year. If
the mumber of internally displaced parsons (those that
have not crossad an mtemnational border) 13 melud-
ad the worldwide refuzee population 15 23 million.
In the aftermath of World War II, the mtsrma-
tional commumty respondsd to their collectrve
fatllwe fo provide safe haven to refuzees fles-
ng genccide at the hands of the Nazm regmme
with an agresment contaiung non-refoulsment.
Wen-refoulement 15 a prmeiple in miemational
law that addreszas protecting refuzees fom baing
retmmned to places whers thew lives or freedoms
could be thieatenad. Non-refoulement forbads the
axpulsion of refigess mto an arsa where they might
be azam subjected to persecution. This was codi-
fiad werthin the 1951 Geneva Convention and 1957
Protocol. The binding agreement was ratified by 140
countries.
However, m the vears since ratification, many of
the wealthy industnalized member nations have e1-
ther renaged or significantly hedged on thew commit
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nzent to protect refugess. Some have even adopied
hostile and restrictive policies that subject  refu-
Zeas to arbitrary arrest, detention, and the demal
of social and econcmie rights. Inthe worst cases,
non-refoulament has baen violated and refugess ars
forcibly retnmed to their home countries to face the
very persecution they fled

The United Statas of America 1= 3 prime violator
of refugee human rights principles. Having en-
zaged 1n a pre- smptive war of choice that directly cr
indiractly exacerbated this massive displacement the
U5 has a clear and compellmz duty to ake the lead
in addressing the crisis its actions have precipitatad

In the four vears smee the war in Irag was -
ated the 115, has taken m a tofal of 70l refugees
all of which had applied for refugee status pror
to the fall of Saddam Hussein, Last month only
one Irag refuzee was cleared to enter the county.

Facently the State Department ammounced z
program to resettle 7,000 Irag refugees in the
US. by the end of 2007. However, admmmsta-
tve problems with the program will reduce that
mumber to an esimated 2500, One of the axenses
ziven by the sovermment 15 the unanticipated 4-6
months that 1t takes for a refugee to clear security
In the meantime Syria, Jordan, Ezypt, Sweden, and
Anstralia have collsetively taken m millions of refu-
zess with no significant security complications. Yet
Amernica has dene littls to help or relieve the human
and fmaneizl burden bome by refuges benefactors
in the past four years. Mot only has the U5, umder-
funded s own refigee program, but it cut its sup-
port to UNHCE. from $19.9 million in 2003 to $7.9
nullion m 2006, Yet America justifies spending Five
hmndred bilhons dellars supportms devastation and
destruction of Irag and makmg refuges of 1tz peopla.
Amernica has 2 moral obligation to assistin alleviatmz
the Iraq refuges problam since 1ts sanctions, mvasion,
and occupation wiped out the Irag econonyy and drove
the vast majortty of the population into dire poverty.
Add the eivil conflict that resulted from prttmg the
three major ethme and relizious sroups against each
other and the sseds were sown for the zreat Irag refu-
zes crislsAmericans once wers mumbed by the rivet-
ing video foctage that showed the pumishing, cruel,
and devastating homor that befell the refugess not
only from Irag but alse from other countriss. Now the
starvation, deprivation, and mutlation has become o
accepted in owr psyche that we barely wmee when we
zae the hollowad, hopelsss eves of the traumatizad
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and terrrfad refuzees huddling m their own filth
while waiting for the peace of death to ease thew pain.
Tast twvo weaks age Amencans wimessed the mexo-
rable and excruciating stmaggle for hife of mmocent
little children hidden away in the dark and desclate
wasteland of an abandoned Iaq oiphanage.  Yat
we do not challenpe our leaders who speak nobls
but hypooiical words about peace, democracy, and
brotherhood and de hitle to stop the contmumg bis-
man sufenngln the midst of this desperation and cha-
o3 1t seems that America has lost all sense of who we
were and forgotten the humantty that once symbolized
Amernica’s moral leadership to the rest of the world.
America iz mmed Im a of conscisnce.

We nesd to redizscover ouwr moral consclencs
even as we Insolate owr political conscience fo
Justify 2 senseless guest for world domination.
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