Black Media 4 Necessary Tool
Crockett, TX. - As a people we have
come a long way since slavery
Many in our race have achieved as-
tounding success
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Hollywood’s Time

by Billy “Hollywood™ Groves (Sept.-07)

to the problems. The first bit of m-
fore mation that I offer my people
iz, “We mmst support Black media
outlets, such as the Informer News-
paper of Walter and

in their lives. We
are making more
money than ever
before. We are
accepted In more
places than ever
before as a race
in the history of
Amenica. Tet,
something  just
1=n’t right with the
condition of Black
folks i the United
States. Aids, high
unemployment, the prison mdustrial
complex, apathy about veting, no
banking system, racism, along with
a distrust of each other (which pre-
vents us from working together) are
some of the problems. The lack of a
strong Black media presence is also
definitely a preblem of major propor-
tions for modem day Affican Ameri-
cans. As a freedom fighting jour-
nalist, T don’t just tell about what's
happening to my people, I fight for
freedom and I write about selutions

haxine Session, as
well as every other
positive Black media
outlet that we have.”
Wasn't it Hosea m the
Eible whe said, "My
pecplperish for the
lack of knowledge™?
It"s as true today as it
was two thousand and
some years ago. Once
we get our Black me-
dia together, then
we can get all of our
people on the same page. God Bless
Amenca, Africa and Black media
outlets which constantly remind ns
that the 13sues of Affican Americans
are mmportant to Black people, if no
one else! The Myrtis Dightman Labor
Day Eodeo was held labor day week-
end at the Porth Agriculture Arena in
Crockett to a packed house of enthu-
siastic rodee fans. Legendary Afri-
can Amernican cowboy, Myrtis Dight-
man of Houston, a Crockett native
participated in the parade and other
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festivities of the Rodeo. Dightman
a member of the Cowboy Hall of
Fame told me he still enjoys riding
in his rodeo and helping the young
people of East Texas any way that he
can. He added that this year's Rodeo
had cowboys and cowgirls from all
over the state and other states com.
peting for prizes. Houston business-
man J.T. Thompsen, a Crockett na-
trve, hosted the Firs Annunal Labor
Day Western Fashion Show at the
Crockett Civic Center, in conjunction
with the Myttis Dightman Fodeo.
Singer Tony Henry of Houston, a
Crockett High graduate, who re-
cently signed a contract with it
rapper Chamelionaire, was the fea-
tured smger. Megan Cook, a singer,
dancer and rodec performer from
Grapeland displayed her singing tal-
ent at the Westem Fashion Show.
Tayo the Poet of Houston, whe
plays a harmonica and had a lead
role in the movie “Deadly Wordz"
was there with Anthomy Henry.
Gospel Singer, David Walker and
Serenity will be performing in the
near firture at the Lone Star Cowboy
Church in Montgomery, Texas. For
more mformation on the concert,
contact www.dwsersmity.comPBicky
Mitchell of Crockett and Grapeland
15 the hard woerking father of a nine
month old daughter, Kaslia Mitch-
ell. Ricky is the son of Bena Fay and
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Leotis Mitchell of Grapeland and at-
tends Jones Chapel Church in Crock-
ett. “Stay out of trouble, stay away
from drugs and get a job that you
can do”, was his adwice for young
people. Ricky calls Crockett City
Councilman, Nathan “Brother Nate™
Gardner his rele model, along with
his parents. He often velunteers his
time to helping the city of Crockett
and positive places like the Groves
Educational Foundation in Crockett.
Eudos go out to Los Angeles Actor,
promoter, comedian Eobert “Wyatta™
Whyatt, a Crockett native who 13 brin-
ing top mmsic talent to East Texas.
Michael Henderson, Midnight Star
and Cherelle are the latest singing
legends who are scheduled to per-
form m Crockett at the Civic Center.
Watta told me he will be bringing
the top entertainment to his home
town on a regular basis mn the future.
East Texas thanks go out to Dr.
Ianthia Fisher, The Johnsen Boys of
the Dead End Barbershop, Rev. Ho-
sea Dolphus, Sis. Earlie Groves, Rev.
E. €. Emanuel, George and Dr. Helen
King, Agnes Fhoder, Mr. and Mrs.
Otiz Wooten, Dr. Ruth Watson, Vic-
torta Essien, Bev. and Mrs. Brenda
Atchizon, Melvis Wooten, John
MeEnight, Leslie Denman, Joe Batts,
Eev. ©.T. Hams, Rev. Shannon Har-
nis, Marcus and Erystal Ward Carter.
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