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Charnell Franklin
named RHS
Student of the Month

Charnell Franklin. Rusk High
School Junmior, was named “Stu-
dent of the Month™ for the month
of October. Miss Franklin 1z the
daughter of Floyd and Tern Frank-
lin. She 1z an Honor Roll Student,
Member of the Rusk High School
Marching Band & Twirler, mem-
ber of the Lady Eagle Varsity Vol-
ley Ball, Basketball and Track
teams. She 1s an ETMC Tyler stu-
dent volunteer for the past three
summers and she is a member of
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BILL COSBY Strikes Again, Addresses
Black Community in New Book

Cosby’s book, titled COME ON,
PEOPLE! ON THE PATH FROM
VICTIMS TO VICTORS, 1s touted
as ~a powerful message for famu-
lies and commumities as they lay
out their visions for strengthening
Amenca. " and will address “the
crises of people who are stuck be-
cause of feelings of low self-esteem,
abandonment. anger, fearfulness.
sadness and feelings of being used,
undefended and unprotected.” The
book’s purpose 1s “to help empower
people to make the daunting transi-
tion from victims to victors. The de-
scription for COME ON, PEOPLE!
seems to be a different approach
than his notorious 2004 NAACP
speech which revolved around his
belief that. © the lower economic
and lower middle economic people
are not holding their end mn this
deal.” Here's a reminder of some of
the things Dr. Cosby said:

“I'm talking about these people
who cry when their son 1s standing
there in an orange suit. Where were
you when he was two? Where were
you when he was twelve? Where
were you when he was eighteen. and
how come you

don’t know he had a pistol?”

“Those people are not Africans,

1S BILL
CFSBY

they don’t know

a damned thing
about Africa. With
names like Sha-
niqua, Shaliqua,
IMohammed and
all that crap and
all of them are in

RIGHT?
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INg OUr OWN INZrown Immigrants.
These people are fighting hard to
be 1gnorant. There’s no English
being spoken. and they re walking
and they 're angry. Oh God, they 're
angry and they have pistols and
they shoot and they do stu-
pid things. And after they
kill somebody, they don’t
have a plan. Just murder
somebody. Boom. Over
what? A pizza? And then
run to the poor cousin’s
house.

jail” “You can’t keep asking
OR HAS THE that God will find a way.

“50 percent drop BLACK MIDOLE ELASS God 1s tired of you.”

out rate, I'm LOST ITEE According to Publishers

telling vou, and
people 1n jail, and
women having
children by five, six different men.
Under what excuse? I want some-
body to love me. And as soon as
vou have it. vou forget to parent.
Grandmother, mother, and great
grandmother in the same room, rais-
ing children. and the child knows
nothing about love or respect of any
one of the three of them. All this
child knows 15 “gimme, gimme,
gimme.”

“The city and all these people
have to pick up the tab on them
because they don’t want to accept
that they have to study to get an
education.”

[t’s not what thev're doing to us.
It’s what we re not doing. 50 per-
cent drop out. Look, we're rais

MICHAEL ERIC DYSODN

Weekly, COME ON. PEO-
PLE! will be co-written
with Alvin Poussaint (he
wrote the mntroduction to Cosby's
book FATHERHOOD and 1s the
co-author of a book called RATS-
ING BLACK CHILDREN) and 1s
slated for publication in October
2007 by Thomas Nelson, a Chris-
tian publisher. Yes vou read that
right. a Christian publisher.

I suspect Poussaint will help to
ensure that the book doesn’t read
like one long rant. Hopefully Cos-
by will offer productive and com-
prehensive commentary, insights,
and solutions because anything else
would be a waste.

Eegardless, I'm sure COME
ON, PEOPLE! will be a New York
Times bestseller, no matter what 1t
says or doesn’'t say.
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