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Temporary restraining order protects consumers against
product marketed as street drug alternative

Representative Chuck Hopson
Casts Supports East Texas School

Districts and Voting

AUSTIN — Eepresentatives Chuck Hopson and Harvey
1ldarbran succassfully amended House Ball 2136 which)
diracts schoel coumnselors
o report student rafemals
to the school districts
hdminishation. The school
Histrict would then have]
o make that mformation|
public. The Hopson|
pmendment exempted
chool distiacts that have
hn enrollment under
500 students, whichl
cludes all the school
districts in Hopson's
distriet.

legislative
“Taxas school counselors tell me that up to one-
third of thewr time 13 spent filling out paperwork,

met helping owr students,” Hopsen said “Many of
the counselors in my district callad me on this ons
and told me that the ball, as written, would prevent]
them from spending neaded time with students and
raronald canse some students not to seek help based onf
fear. "That fear 15 one that Fep. Hopson's wife, Bilhe, a
[formeer school counselor expressad Monday aftemoon,

Unfortunately, thers 1= still a stigma about gatting
leounsaling. This hull would confinue that stizma and stop|
fammlies and therr cloldren from seeking valuabla help,”
said Mrs. Hopson, “In small towns and commumities, 1
s likely that evervbody knows what evervbody elsa i3
lomnz. Or at least, thev think they do."The Texas Housa
also heard Howse Bill 218 requining a voter to present]
leertam foams of identification in order to vote. This bill
ronld make 1t move difheult for Texas semor citizens|
o vote. Hopson jomed leaders from the AARF, the
ezzue of Women Voters, and other groups BMonday inf
pposition to an assault on Texans” voting nghts. “Lat’s
e clzar about this: there 1= no voter mpersonation
roblem cr voter frand epidemene m this state.” sard Rap,
son. “This is an effort by a small sroup of lagizlators
o keep semiors Som vetng, [voted agaimst House Billl
218 m ovder to protact the nghts of thousands of voters|
i East Texas. "Unfortumately, the voter suppression bl
paszad the House on Monday mght. If it passes the
Senate, it will require voters to present a photo ID card|
at the polls, m addition to a valid veter registration card,
o order tovote, As 3 praciical matter, this requirsmment
parould disenfrancluse thousands of elderly Texans b
lenving them the right to cast 2 ballot becauzs they]
me lonzer have a valid didvers license. The Senate has

Ipledzed to keep the bill from final passage 1f changes ara
mot made In 2006, the non-partizan Bremman Center foo
Tustice found that 18% of seniors over 65, do not have
la government-izsued phote 1dentification. For man
semiors and even working families, zettmz a photo ID
takes time, money and meobility that others may take
for granted. “HB 218 iz a poll tax—photo ID= are nio
lfree,” stated Hopson. “This ball will particularly b
seniors, but if will also place an exha burden on many]
[Taxans, effsctively limiting their right to vote."Flaaza
jcontact our offices at 1-866-233-3100 or 512-463-
10592 should you have any guestions or concerns
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DAL AS — Texas Attoomey General Greg Abbott
today filed 2 legal action azamst a Wevada company
and 1tz three Texas distnbutors for the marketing
and zalling of an energy drink as an unapproved
dmgz, claiming 1t is a “legal altemative” to heat
streat drugs. The Dallas County Distiict Court 155ued
a temporary restraiming order haling all Texas
marketing and distizbution of the diink, “Cocaine.”
Feduwe Beverages touts the canned drink as “spesd
inacan” and “liqud cocame,” with “warmngs" that
consumers who diink the product may succumb

to “excess exelternent, stanoma, fim and possible
feelngs of euphoria.™ Texans will not tolerats

the peddling of unapproved dmgzs.” sad Attormey
Graneral
Abbott. “Ths
advertising
campalgn
antices VOLmLE
pecple with
llegal dmg
references and
false clarms of
health benefits.
The Office

of Attorney General will contmue to aggressmvely
snforce this state’s consumer protection laws to
ensure that Texans will net be decerved by the
miarketing of unapproved dmgs. A temmporary
iyunction hearmg in the case 15 sat for Wednesday,
Mlay 16, at 930 a.m in the 44th Dhstict Comt of
Dallas Coumty. The Texas Department of State
Health Services recently detained a large quantity
of the drink, valued at almost $200,000, at several
warehouse locations m the Dallas area. The ageney
then refarred the

casa to the Office of Attornev General for legal action.
In a warnng letter izsued to Redux, the U5 Food and
Diug Admimstration (FDA) noted that because the
company markets Cocame a5 an altemmative to street
drugs, inchodmg

claims that 1t mmmes the effects of recreational dmgs,
then Redux cannot also promote the product as a
dietary supplement.
Furthermars, the
FDA considers strest
drmz alternatives

to be unzapproved

new dmigzs that are
prohibited in the
marketplace

According to the
Attomey General’s
filmg, the company’s
claims that users
can get lugh and
foel euphoric make
the product 2 dmg.
wet the FDUA has
not approved i for use as a drug. Without scientific
proof as required by the FDA the company also
makes health clamms that Cocaine lowers cholasterol,
prevents hardeming of the arteriss, protects nerve
fibers from glucose damage, and may be wsed in the
treztment of depression or anxisty.

The Attorney Genesral brings this action tmder
the Taxas Food Diug and Cosmetics Act and the
Taxas Decaptive Trade Practicas Act, which allow for
penalties, respectively, of up to $23,000 and $20,000
per violation.

Gizzarro The Computer Guy
319 North Main
Rusk, Texas 75785

Contact: Gary Altstah, II - Owner
Ph: (903) 683-8460 (903) 391-9603

Let me help you by removing virnses and adware from your computer.
I also do repairs, cabling, upgrades, networking and building systems.
Used computers for sale upon request.

* References available

gizzarro(@yahoo.com




