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African American Community Delima “Stop Smitching™

Inmeost commumities, a person whe sees a nurder and
helps the police put the killer behund bars iz called
a witness. But m many mner-city neighborheods m
thiz country that person iz called a “smitch ™ “Stop
smitchin'™ is a eatchy hip-hop slogan that embod-
1es and encourages thiz attitnds. You can find 1t on
avervthing from rap music videos to clothing. “Stop
smitchin'™ ones meant “don’t tell on others if you'ra
caught commithng a erms Buot as CHIN's Andearson
Cooper reports for 60 IMimrtes, it has come to mean
semething nunch mere dangerous: “don't cooperats
with the police — no matter who you are.” As a re-
sult, police say, witnesses are not coming forward.
Murders are going unselved. Reluctance to talk to
pelice has always been a problem in poor, predomi-
nantly African-American commmumiies, but cops
and enmmelogists say m recent years something
has changad: fueled bv hip-hop music, promoted
by majer corporations, what was once a backroom
coda of silance among criminals, 15 now bemg mar-
keted like never before, The message appears in
hip-hop videos, on T-shivts, Webr sites, albuam covers
and street murals. Well-known rappers talk about 1t
endlesshy on DVD=. It 15 a simple message heard
m Afiican-American communities across the coun-
try: don't talk to the pohee. “When I was prowing
up, kids used to talk about smotching. .. It naver ex-
tended 2: 2 cultural norm cutside of the gangsters,”
says

Geoffrev Canada, 2 natomally recogmized educa-
tor and anti-viclence advocate. “It was not for regn-
lar citizens. It 15 now 2 enltural nomm that 15 being
preached in poor commumties.” Canada has been
waorking with cloldren in Harlem for more than 20
vears. He grew up poor in a tough New York neigh-
borhood, but says the meszage kids are getting todav
15 vary different and dangerous.  “People are walk-
mg around with shirts. People are zoing out making,
making mmsic. People are saying things that if vou're
2 smiteh it's like being an Uncle Tom was when
I was growing up,” Canada says. “It's like you
can't be a black person if you have a set of values
that say, ‘T will not watch erime happen in my
community without getting mvolved to stop it.™
growing up,” Canada says. “It's like you can’t be a
black person if vou have a set of values that say, ‘I
will not watch crime happen in mv commumty with-
out getting mvelved to stop 1t The messages appears
m hip-hop videos, on Tshirts, Web sites, album covers
and strest momals. Well-known rappers talk about it
endlessly en DWDs. It 15 a simple message heard m
African-American commnitiss across the country:
den't talk to the police. “When [ was growmg up, kids
usad to tzlk about snitchims_ ... It never extended as a
culivral norm outside of the gangsters,” savs Geof-
frev Canada, 2 nationally recogmized educator and

anfi-viclence advocate.

Vote for Experience

More paved streets

1

2. Eemowal of the eve sore ratlroad testls
3. Establishing & naming I.C Conley Park
4

5

Mlove fire hydrantshigzer water lines
. Naming of M.L Eing Bld.
l &, Eight new homes without cost
7. Many renovations of homes'rental proparty
l 8. lst black police officer
l 9. lst black clerk hired at city hall
10 Safer streets for our cifizens
l 11. Curtal drugs in cur town
12, Eept taxes at a mmnmmm

l 13, Maintaming the name Bradford Campus at Busk Primary
14

. Woted to keep the city bus m operation
l 15, Voted to keep the swimming pocl cpen

16. Voted removal of junk cars/proparty cleanup and
I 17, Bemoval of 22 dilapidated howses m District 2 alons

l Let's shiow the citizens of Eusk that we are i wnity and appreciate the rnght to vote by
zoing to the polls on May 12, 2007. Vote for WALTER SESSION coumeilman,
I Dhstrict 2 for continned representation

VOTE WALTER SESSION
COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT II

Hello citizens of distnict 2. I am asking you to vote to re-elect me for city councilman
I have been vour councilman for many vears and with your belp have accomplished many
zoals and worked out many 1ssues. [ am proud of owr commumity and ouwr town and will
put it second to none. Some of the many accomplishments made owver the yaars,
Just to mention a fewr are:

May 2007

“It was not for ragular eifizens. It 15 now a eulfural
norm that 1z being preached in poor communities.”
Canzada has been working with children in Harlem
for more than 20 vears. He grew up poor m a tough
Wew York neighborhood, but zays the message kids
are gething todav 15 very different and dangerous.“5o
this slogan, this ‘stop smitchon’” It now extends to
rape, robbery, murder, really any erime?” Cooper
asks.
“Any crmme,” Canada says. “It's ke we're saying
to the crimmals, “You can have cur commmumty. Tust
have ow compmmity. Do anything you want, and
we will etther deal with 1t curselves, or we'll sim-
plv 1znore it Canada could no longer 1gmore it on
Fab. 5, 2006, when Israel Famirez 2 student he had
mentored and loved like a son, was shot to death owt-
side & soundstage in Brookbm Fanirer was work-
ing as a bodyguard for the rap star Busta Fhymas,
who was making 3 music video. A person who was
theve told 60 hlinutes Famirez was shot m front of
Busta Flrymes. He died at the scene two days before
his 29th birthdav, leaving a wife and three children
behind “You know, I just think of him, being shot,
falling dewn, probably thinking, “This nmught be 1t.”
And I just wonder, who beld his hand? Who caressed
his head? Who told lum, T'm gonna be here?” Who
stayed with him? Whe made sure this man just didn't
die alone for mothimg?” Canada wonders. WNew York
Citv Police Commussioner Ray Kelly savs thers
were at least 25 people who may have witnessed the
shooting. But he says nobody has come forward to
testify. “The people that we've located, either wers
mside and didn’t see anything. Or vou'll get a ver-
sion of, ‘T have to work mn this busmess. Azk Busta
Fhymes what happened.”” Commissicner Kelly
zays. The police would ks to ask Busta Bhyme:
what happened but, even though he talked vaguely
about the killing on 2 cable TV show, he refused to
talk to mvestizators, or to 80 DMimates. Geoffrey
Canzada believes 1t's becanse Busta Blommes doesn't
want to jeopardize sales of his mmsic and wideos;
Canada savs being labeled
Connnued on page 17
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